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T he great joy of being Common Ground’s Board 
Chair has been thanking colleagues, staff, 
students, supporters, and friends for all they’ve 

done to realize our dreams. In my final days as Chair I am 
glad to have this spot in the Gratitude Report to be grateful, 

officially, one last time. I spend large parts of my day considering 
how objects, artifacts, and art can inform our daily practices and 
improve our lives. On the best days, I can see evidence of cultural 
programming and history fostering or sustaining community. 

And those successes push everything else forward. Part of Common 
Ground’s promise was the imperative to teach through the incredible 
resources of West Rock – a New Haven artifact with years of 
history surrounding it. And it is gratifying that Common Ground has 
grown into its promise as a school, farm, environmental center, and 
community asset; it is more than I imagined when I joined up with the 
band of educational and environmental visionaries. But even more 
gratifying has been the steady nurturing and support of a community 
of students, teachers, campers, camp parents, staff, alumni, elected 
officials, and residents who believed in this idea over the years. 

It would not have been possible without that community and it really 
couldn’t be called Common Ground. I thank you for believing in this 
dream with us and for all the good we’ve created together. Thanks, 
for everything, and enjoy the four stories we’ve included in this report, 
which illustrate the impact you make as a Common Ground supporter.

A Message from  
Common Ground’s Board Chair 
– Frank Mitchell, Board Chair
Photo credit: Harold Shapiro

On October 25, 2016, Bob Parker and Wendy Battles were elected 
as Common Ground Board Co-Chairs. All of us at Common Ground 
thank Frank for his incredible leadership of our board – and join 
him in thanking all of you for helping our work take root.
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High school is its own kind of challenge. It is 
good to know that in this place there are 
folks who have their eyes and ears and 

arms around this fragile and complex group 
of young people – young people from all 
sorts of backgrounds and cultures, cultivated 
on a farm, a place where things are grown 
organically…students and vegetables alike. 

There are days when I am not on top of 
my parenting game. In those moments I am 
unbelievably grateful for the entire Common Ground 
team. See, I appreciate the rigorous academic program, and 
all the extracurricular activities presented. But what I am most 
blown away by is the willingness of teachers and staff to go the 
distance with a student when issues arise that are outside or 
adjacent to academic pursuit. 

I experienced this first-hand when my son was a freshman. 
Struggling with his academic load and the newness of high school, 
his teachers Ms. Frasier, Mr. Greene, and Ms. Miriam Sheffield met 
with us to craft a plan on how to turn his failure into success. They 
never wavered in their commitment and concern for his well-being. 
Even when I, as the mother was worn thin.

I have seen this team pull together to resolve issues not with 
just my children, but with several students. I’ve seen restorative 

justice in action. I’ve seen teachers go to bat for students. 
I love the way the cafeteria folks interact and talk to and 
engage students. This is why my children are here. This 
is why I do what I can, when I can, for this place.

A Message from a  
Common Ground High School Parent
– Babz Rawls-Ivy, Board member and parent  
of 2 Common Ground High School students
Photo credit: Karen King

In 2015, Common Ground’s 4-year graduation rate was 100% – more than 10
points above the state average. We believe that every student can succeed in
high school, and meet high standards, if given the supports they deserve.
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A t the start of a recent school field trip, a 
second grader named Rayna rushed up 
to me and tightly gripped my hand. She 

blurted out: “I’m scared to go in the woods. 
Will we see a tiger?” I assured her we would 
not see a tiger, but she still looked worried. 
During our two hour hike we listened to birds 
calling, climbed on a giant log, noted how 
birch twigs smell like root beer, and even 
found a salamander under a log. Near the end 

of the hike, Rayna ran up to me and exclaimed, 
“I really like hiking in the woods now. This is fun!”

I see this again and again at Common Ground: we 
challenge students to get out of their comfort zones and 

experience new things. It might be hiking in the woods, eating fresh 
kale from our garden, or touching a live goat. I love seeing the look 
of sheer delight on students’ faces as they make new discoveries!

As students try something new and have a positive experience, 
they build self-confidence and broaden their worldview. When 
these positive experiences happen outdoors, it helps them 
develop a love and respect for nature. Rayna and many others 
like her demonstrate how we are shaping a community that values 
green spaces and gardens, and empowering the next generation 
of environmental stewards. 

     Planting Seeds
– Tricia Heiser, Environmental Educator

100% 
of visiting teachers said our educators were positive and welcoming

In 2015, Common Ground welcomed more than 5,500 young people from grades 
K-8, and 900 of their teachers, to Common Ground for educational field trips. 
When we followed up to ask teachers about their experiences, 100% of those 
who responded said the experience was developmentally appropriate, and 
100% said our educators were positive and welcoming.
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Common Ground tries to teach 
their students to be environmental 
leaders, but they are doing way 

more than that. They are helping their 
students to have a voice, and to stand up in any situation,  
and to be true leaders.”  – Janet Sakouvogui, CG class of ‘15.

We asked recent grads to tell us what they were doing last year,  
and want you to know they continue their growth as leaders:

Malik Joyner has been “balancing college and 
work planting trees with the Urban Resources 
Initiative, finding time to complete my 

studies while doing work that makes our 
community stronger.” 

Dante Petti spent the summer after 
freshman year “in China, conducting 
interviews about the migrant labor 
issue.” He got back in time “to protest 
the North Dakota access pipeline.”

Janet Sakouvogui struggled to 
find her place as one of the only 

students of color on a small college 
campus – facing overt racism and an 

unresponsive college administration. She 
ultimately decided to transfer to another 
college, but built a student club to advocate for 
change before doing so. “I realized my college was 
not built for students of color. I started thinking about 
other students of color, and I created a club called 
the ROOTs, which is for anybody who calls themselves a student of 
color. After creating this group with three other students, I realized 
that I was a strong person. I realized that there isn’t anybody in this 
world that can break me down and make me hate my skin color.”

“

     

 Growing Leaders

We know that all our students can grow into successful college students and 
powerful environmental leaders. Last year, 100% of our seniors successfully 
defended portfolios showing their growth as leaders. Ninety percent of these 
grads were accepted into college, and 86% enrolled in college or training 
programs in the year after graduation.

Photo Credit: Mel Morales

86%
enrolled in college or  
training programs
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To date, Common Ground has helped 16 New Haven public schools create 
gardens and schoolyard habitats – and turn these growing spaces into outdoor 
classrooms. Research by our partners at Audubon Connecticut demonstrates 
that participating teachers go outside to teach a lesson 57% more often.

Cultivating Community

16   New Haven public schools to date have created gardens and/or schoolyard  
 habitats with help from Common Ground

Conte West Hills Magnet School faculty 
share their experiences with their school 
garden (established 2013) and schoolyard 
habitat (established 2016):

I watched this amazing team take our vision and make it reality. 
There were parents, kids, teachers – just an awesome experience of 
working together. 

Our students are so excited. They’re asking about when they can 
go out all the time. Our youngest run out and notice that the radish 
seeds have come out, the buds on our flowers, and enjoy the wonder 
of finding insects.”
– Julie Peterman, pre-k teacher

Common Ground students came on work days and were very polite, 
very friendly, and very helpful. I knew some of them from when they 
were in elementary school, and it was amazing to see them back here 
to give back.”
– Carole Anderson, art teacher

In first grade, students learn about habitats. Now, there are habitats 
right here. Students are suddenly so much more observant.”
– Diane Huot, 1st grade teacher

I try to engage my sixth graders in current environmental issues – and 
being able to get them outside, and see it, is so powerful. They were 
excited when I explained that our oasis is like a pit stop along their 
migration. It brings nature closer to them, to a more personal level.”
– Alex Novak, 6th grade science teacher

“

“
“
“
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It has been more than 6 months since we 
finished construction, yet walking onto our 
campus each morning I am still amazed at how 

the addition of our new building has completely 
transformed our site. I still think back fondly to the 
raw beauty of the Common Ground site of 9 years 
ago when I first came to work here. While at times I 
miss those rough edges, I also remember a constant fight 

to keep invasive plant species from overwhelming the landscape; 
the floods raging across our campus with each significant rain 

event; and the anxiety we suffered when field trip buses 
had to park on Springside Avenue to let kids onto our site.

Although very different from 9 years ago, I am still struck 
by the beauty of our site each day as I arrive at work. But 
now, new design features welcome visitors and enhance 

our site’s functionality. For example, the walking path 
from the parking lot compels visitors to take in the bounty 
of our farm as they approach our campus. A beautifully 
landscaped rain garden, designed to capture, cleanse 
and infiltrate rainwater flowing across our site, greets 
visitors as they walk up to the new building. To the right, 
where once there was only a drainage ditch and a tangled 

mass of vegetation, a common grassy area now provides 
a welcoming gathering space. Nearby is the Javier Martinez 

wetland, chock full of frogs and turtles…and often young 
program participants too! 

And these changes have impacted programs deeply and broadly! 
Our programs are richer, safer, and have more beautiful and more 
functional space to operate in. Your support made this possible.

The timber used in Common Ground’s new building offsets the annual 
emissions of 107 cars, making the building carbon neutral in its first decade 
of operation. The collective impact of geothermal power, natural lighting, 
computer-controlled heating and cooling systems, and other energy efficiency 
measures are projected to reduce overall annual energy use by 60%.

Taking Root
– Melissa Spear, Common Ground Executive Director 

60%  projected reduction in overall annual energy use 
thanks to our new building’s efficiency measures
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The campaign for

Planting SEEDS – Changing LIVES – Growing LEADERS

Individual supporters
Elizabeth Acas
Maryellen Albini 
Bruce Alexander
Nancy Alexander and Phillip Bernstein
James Altemus
Anonymous
Rick and Nancy Antle
Carol Arnold and Linda Bray
Joseph and Ravit Avni-Singer
Dahiana Baez
Rosemary Baez
Sherill Baldwin and Kimball Cartwright, Jr.
Jim and Mary Barnes
Morgan and Katie Barth
Nan Bartow and Bill Bidwell
Oliver Barton and Deb Riding
Bill and Donna Batsford
Elaine Battles
Wendy Battles and Bruce Plasse
Kristen and David Bechtel
The Berganross Family
Eric and Ethel Berger
Bill Berkley
Henry Berliner and Wendy Kavanagh-Berliner
Marvin Bivens
Leslie Blatteau
Meg Bloom
Chef Bobo
Aimmee and Paul Bogush
Lynne E. Bonnett, in honor of Fred Cervin 

and Ed Grant
Robert Booth and Claire Rutledge
Rosemary Booth
Kate Bovarnick and Garrett Dennett
Susan Bramhall
Jessika and Ryan Brasseaux
Allan Brison
Linda Bronstein, in memory of Ted Moore
Josiah and Sahar Brown
Phoebe and Matt Browning
Jennifer Burke and Brian Adams
Judith Burry
Linda Burt
Josephine and Jonathan Bush
Peter Butler
Anne and Guido Calabresi
Tricia Caldwell

Cynthia Cardone
Richard Carroll and Barbara Roach
Jeff and Julia Carter
Jason Cartwright
Michael Cerone
Jenny and Ricardo Chavira
Marian Chertow and Matthew Nemerson
Starling Childs
George and Marcia Christiansen
Tatjana and Ekram Cisija, in honor of Alex 

and Leonardo Cisija
Laura Weir Clarke, in honor of Jane Coppock
Karen and Buzz Climis
Martin Cobern, in honor of the engagement 

of Michael Morand and Wm. Frank Mitchell
Alyssa Coleman
Brad Collins and Nancy Clayton
Roger Colten and Sarah Berry
Jacqui and Rick Comshaw
Jennifer Ruth Cone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Conroy
Peter B. and Diana S. Cooper
Skye Cornell
Stewart James Cotton
Lizanne Cox and David Gibson
Ilene Crawford and Robert McGuire
John and Catherine Crawford
William Curran
Lori Davison
Doreen Decerbo-O’Brien
Jesse Delia
Maggie and Michael Delia, in honor of 

Jesse Delia
Jane and Bill Dennett
Matthew and Lisa Desfosses
Amy Deutsch, in honor of Betsy West Sneath
Victoria DiSesa
Bruce Ditman
Aleksandra Dobkowsli-Joy
Helen D. Donaldson and Cynthia Wood
Lisa Dondy and Bill Kaplan
Michael and Amity Doolittle
Nancy S. Duble
Colleen Murphy Dunning and Gary Dunning
William Dyson
Debbie and John Edwards
Joseph Eigenberg
Charles Ellis and Linda Lorimer

Peter Ellis and Ditas Villanueva
Eric Emanuelson and Margaret Moreau
Alida Engel and Eugene Burger
Sharyn and Walter Esdaile
Linda Estacion
Jacqueline Failla
Patrice Farquharson
Sean and Sirlene Farrell
Lee and Mary Faulkner
Lisa Fernandez and Rick Remnick
Andy and Polly Fiddler
Irene Fiss
Sally Fleming
Terry Freeman and Brian Blakeley, in honor 

of Joanie Gillette
Michelle and Frankie Forbes
Charles Forman
Catherine and John Forrest
Monique Frasier, in memory of Violet Frasier
Kim and Allen Futrell
Elmer Galvez, Sr.
Ben Gardner and Michelle St. Pierre
Linda Gardner
Patricia and Nathan Garland
Tamar Gendler
Eugenie and Brad Gentry
Sarah and Sam Gerritz
The Gillette Family, in honor of Joanie Gillette
Will and Kel Ginsberg
Lindy Lee Gold
Robin Golden and David Berg
Jacqueline Goldsby-Raver
John Gordon
Giulia and Rob Gouge
Dominick Grant
Meg Graustein and Sebastian Rossi
William and Jean Graustein
Cary Gross, in honor of Joshua S.
Julie Grosso
Bonita Grubbs
Polly Halfkenny
Hildegarde and Hunter Hannum
Terry Hare
Mary Hayden
Tricia Mangold Heiser and David Heiser
Leigh Hendrickson
Alex Hetherington
David and Tudy Hill

People are the measure of a building’s worth. By that measure, our building 
is priceless. Starting in 2012, you and hundreds of others helped raise 
more than $2.1 million to transform our place, laying the groundwork 

for bringing thousands more every year to experience Common Ground. Your 
support helped us take root:

3	Designing and building a new, award-winning green building

3	Renovating our first, aging school building

3	Creating the Javier Martinez Wetland in honor of one of our students lost to gun 
violence

3	Re-establishing a native landscape to provide habitat for birds and pollinators, 
and to capture and clean stormwater

Capital Campaign Supporters (December 2011 - October 2016) The accuracy of this listing is very important to us.  
Please let us know if you can’t find your name or if you are listed incorrectly so that we can correct our records.  Thank you all!



Jon and Mary Hirschoff
Charlotte Hitchcock
Karly and Maynard Holcombe, in memory of 

Marshall and Vivian Holcombe
Rebecca Holcombe
Patrick Holland
Lisa K. Holmes, in honor of Hunter and 

Hildegarde Hannum
William Horne and Roberta Brilmayer
Lisa Howie
Dorothy Hurt and William Reese
Charisse Hutton and Joe Lesiak
Julie Iffland and Christopher Recchia
Michael Jacques and Sascha Van Creveld
John and Erika Jessen
Jack and Will Jessen
Leland and Mary L. Johnson, in honor of 

Patricia Johnson, Educator
Emily Jones
Susan Kaech
Helen Kauder and Barry Nalebuff
Stephen and Priscilla Kellert
Ben Kerman and Sarah Baird
Mark and Anne Marie Kidd
Makaela and Matt Kingsley
Reed Klarsfeld
Jonathan Knisely and Mary Hu
Camille and Jon Koff
Patty Koniuta
Alan Kudler and Linda Glick
Polly Labarre and Zeb Esselstyn
David and Billie Ladd
Janie and Jeff Lange
Jeffry Larson
Ike Lasater
Miles and Liz Lasater
Jane Lee and Andrew Ehrgood
James and Kristen Levinsohn
Daniel A. Levinson
Catherine Lincoln
Mimi M. Lines
Kathleen Litchi
Nicholas Lloyd
State Senator and Mrs. Martin Looney
Ellen Looney
Henry Lord
Henry Lowendorf and Susan Klein
Robert Lyons
Trina and Steve Machesney
Terry and Martha Maguire
Christel Manning
Wendy Marans
Maria Markham
Jennifer Marlon
Carola Marte and Doug Stein
Mariko Masuoka and William Goetzman
James and Lisa Mathews 
Rita and Christopher Mattingly
Christine Maursky and Diana Soli
Rick Mayer and Melanie Barocas-Mayer
Meghan McCabe and Allyson McCabe
Susan and Michael Mendick
Johanna Mercado
Susan Meredith and John Watson
Claudia Merson
Jolene Miceli
The Milikowsky Family
Jason and Heidi Minss
Frank Mitchell
Julia and William Moore
Michael Morand
Patricia and Joseph Morand, in honor of 

Frank Mitchell

Ryan Motkowicz
John Motley
Jeffrey Naimon and Carla Wheeler
Asia Neupane
Elizabeth Neuse
David Newton
James and Miriam Niederman
Lucy Nolan
Christopher and Jane Nye
John and Kee O’Brien
Sam O’Brien, in honor of The O’Brien Family
Ryan and Emily Oakes
Howard Ochman and Nancy Moran
Anne Olcott and Robert Beech
John Overchuck
Debra and Scott Palmer
Marco and Ann Palmieri
Alice and Adam Pandolfi
Susan L. Papa and David G. Schatz, in honor 

of all the wonderful Common Ground Camp 
Staff, especially Lexy and Rebecca

Melinda Papowitz and Gary Markowski
Robert D. Parker and David Carter
Cesar Pelli
Jennifer Perrilli and Philip Thomas
Allie Perry and Charlie Pillsbury, in honor of 

W. Frank Mitchell
Melinda Pettigrew
Jack Phillips
Anna Ruth Pickett and Casey Pickett
Claire Priest
Mary Ann Raph
Barbara Reck and Francesco d’Errico
Sara and Michael Reifler
Zoe and Troy Resch
Susan Richards
Richter Krauthammer Family
Beth and Frederick Richter
Carol and Stephen Ross
Michael Ross and Beth Stenger
Ronald and Carol Rossi
Geert Rouwenhorst and Bernadette Huang
Ronald Rutkowski
Paul Sabin and Emily Bazelon
The Sabol-Low Family
Wendy Samberg and John Champion
Patrick Scalisi
Anne Schenck
Barbara G. Schlein, in memory of my father, 

Samuel Goulief, MD
Cheryl A. Scott, in memory of Matthew 

A. Byrd
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Sherard, in honor of 

Cameron Sherard
Smita Shrestha
Manana Sikic
David Simon and Heather Gerken
Laura and Carl Skarne
Kathryn Slanski
Catherine H. Smith and Peter B. Maxson, in 

honor of Joanie Gillette
Stacey and Cutter Smith
Terri Smith
Betsy and Jim Sneath
Jim and Barbara Solomon
Katharine Spadacenta
Melissa Spear and Roger Hathaway
Elizabeth Stauderman
Lauren Beth Stein
Amy Stevens, in honor of Kate Nucera and 

Michael Berkan
Robert Stolberg
Kimberly Stoner

Joe Stoudmire
Michael Stratton and Shel Swanson
R. Lee Stump
Melinda Stylos-Allen
Celeste Suggs and Joel Zackin 
Ruth Swanton
David Swensen
Keith Taylor
Dwight Johnson
David Thompson and Ginger Chapman
Tyler Thorpe and Jeanette Ickovics
Ashley Timmer and Ari Zweiman
Joel Tolman and Jen Christiansen
Ruth Torres
David and Lisa Totman
Scott and Julie Trachtenberg
Maria Tupper
Patricia J. Turner
Alicea Vazquez
Andrew Velasquez
Henry and Sally Voegeli
Jolyn and Judge Walker
Terrance Anthony Walker
Bill Wanck, in honor of Sarah Tracy-Wanck
Elizabeth Ward
Elizabeth Welch
Sara Wells
Wendy West and Titus Brenninkmeijer, in 

memory of Debbie Bitner West
Alice White
Elizabeth and James Whitney
Anna-leila Williams
Patricia Winer
Regina Winters
George Zdru
Lauren Zucker
Amy Zvonar and Jesus Tirado, in honor of Dr. 

Julian Tirado-Rives and Paty Morales, and 
Linda, David, Noel, and Barbara Zvonar

Organizational supporters
American Honda Foundation
The Barnes Foundation
The Community Foundation for Greater 

New Haven
The Curran Foundation
The DCJ Charitable Trust
Maggie and Michael Delia Foundation
The Ellis Fund
Four Mile River Farm, LLC
Godfrey-Hoffman Assoc. & Hodge, LLC
Iridian Asset Management, LLC
The Israel and Adele Gordon Fund
Louis Calder Foundation
MFUNd, Inc.
Mountainvew Landscaping, LLC
NewAlliance Foundation
Perrigo, Inc.
Southern Connecticut Gas
The Susan W. and Sumner McK. Crosby, 

Jr. Fund
Tecovas Foundation
Travelers
UIL Holdings Corporation
United Way of Greater New Haven
The Valley Community Foundation
The Watershed Fund
Werth Family Foundation
Yale University
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Individual supporters
Vikki Abrahams and Craig Kirkland
Jenn Adams
Nancy and Myles Alderman
Allison Alewine
Nancy Alexander and Phillip Bernstein
Meredith Allen
Susan Amussen
Christine Anderson
Anonymous
Nancy and Rick Antle
Susan Arnios
David Astrachan
Adrian Ayson
Miranda Bailey-Russomano
Kate Baldwin
Jane Baljevic
Laura Ballou
Dave and Tina Banas
Barbara Barker and Mark Stoler
Mary and Jim Barnes
Nina and John Barrett
Morgan Barth
Oliver Barton and Deb Riding
Bill and Donna Batsford
Elaine Battles
Wendy Battles and Bruce Plasse
Geoffrey Bauman
Liz and Aaron Belcher
Tzu-Tzu and Marc Benigni
Brian Berry and Danielle Morgan
Richard Bershtein
Nicole Berube
Jessica Bialecki
Alfred Bianchini
Daniel Bianchini
Nathan Bixby
Matthew Blackwell
Laura and Michael Blake
Meg Bloom
Paul Bloom
Michael and Tracey Bobrowicz
Portia Bock
Louann and Eric Bohman
Susan Bramhall
Linda Briggs
Phoebe and Matt Browning
Steve Buda
Nancy Buley
Anton Bures
Anne and Guido Calabresi
Barbara Mason and Hugh Carey
Mary Elizabeth Carr
Julia and Jeff Carter
Crystal Cartwright
Kim and Pat Cartwright
Mary Anne Case
Jay Cebik
Kate, Stephen, Guthrie, and Eliza Cebik
Tino Ceotto
Amy Champagne and Allison Kaas
John Champion and Wendy Samberg
Charlie Pillsbury and Allie Perry
Marian Chertow
George and Marcia Christiansen
Darren and Marjorie Clark
Laura and Fred Clarke
Karen Climis
Jeremiah Coffey
Andrea Cole
John Coleman
Carter Conway
Jerry Cook
Jane Coppock
Joseph Corbacio

Liz Cox and David Gibson
Ilene Crawford and Robert McGuire
Lee Cruz and Sarah Miller
Bill Curran
Anne Curtis
Terry Dagradi and James Martin
Lori Davison
Rainer Delgado
Jaime Delia
Lisa Delia
Jane and Bill Dennett
Erich Davis and Danielle Desanti
Ann Diamond
James DiEgidio
Elaine Dinto
Aleksandra Dobkowski-Joy and Chris Joy
Barbara Dohney and William Dohney, Jr.
Lawrence Dome and Alexandra Mazzeo
Michael and Amity Doolittle
Colleen Murphy-Dunning and Gary Dunning
Nancy and Greg Durgin
Rep. William Dyson
Amy Easton and Derek Koch
Michelle Eckman
Mia Edmonds-Duff
Elaine Elliott
Margaret G.H Moreau and Eric Emanuelson
Thomas Enders and Elise Thoren
Alida Engel and Eugene Burger
Zeb Esselstyn and Polly Labarre
Mary B. Estabrook
Patrice Farquharson
Lee and Mary Faulkner
Lisa Fernandez and Rich Remnick
Tony Ferraiolo
Paul Ferrino
Andy and Polly Fiddler
Iris and Owen Fiss
Sally Fleming
John Flynn
Bob Ford
Alyson Fox
Lesley Frame and Steve Werlin
Terry Freeman and Brian Blakeley
Christine Frick and Nicholas Vucelic
Susan and Thomas Gaudioso
Chris and Toddie Getman
Paul and Dorita Gibson
Jack Gillette
Julie Grosso
Eric Glover
Lindy Lee Gold
Aaron Goode
Stacy Goodman
Jen Grace Baron and James Baron
Meg Graustein and Sebastian Rossi
Bill and Jean Graustein
Judy and John Green
Ann Greene
Evan Green
John Grim and Mary Tucker
Helle Gronli
The Rev. Bonita Grubbs
Sarah and Marc Guertin
Judith Hackman
Stephanie Haglle
Polly Halfkenny
Hildegarde and Hunter Hannum
Thomas Hardy
Alice-Ann Harwood
Doug Hausladen
Doreen and Dave Hausler
Emily Hausler
Mary Hayden
Suzette Hearn

Ann Coleen Hellerman
Leslie Hendricks
Lindy Hennessy
Edgar Hertwich
Elizabeth Higgins
Tudy and David Hill
Rebecca Holcombe and Samuel Cohen
Patrick Holland
Robert and Carla Horowitz
Carla and Robert Horwitz
Lisa Howie
Dorothy Hurt and William Reese
Thomas Hylinski
Don Iddings
Greg and Anne Islan
John and Erika Jessen
Eric and Jane Jeuland
Tricia and Robert Johnson
Keith Johnston and Eva Betjemann
Emily Jones
Terry and Jean Jones
Stephanie Kampf
Andrew Kaplan
Jennifer Kaylin
Daniel and Meredith Kazer
Jill Keating-Herbst
Brian Kelahan and Colleen Connor
Jean Kelley
Christine Kim and Doug Kysar
Michaela Kirby
Michael Klingher
Patricia Koniuta
Melissa Kops
Jackie Labelle-Young and Louis Young
Arthur and Kate Latimer
Jane Lee and Andrew Ehrgood
Hermine Levey Weston
Marc Lifset
Beth Klingher and Reid Lifset
Diane Litwin
Hyman Litwin
Erin Livensparger and Jeremy Stone
Nicholas Lloyd and Megan Craig
State Sen. and Mrs. Martin Looney
Henry Lord
Kerry and Kevin Lord
Stephanie Lorek
Wendy Sabol and Robert Low
Henry Lowendorf and Susan Klein
Charity Lunder
Abigail Machson-Carter
Edith MacMullen
Joseph Magliocco
Walter and Martha Maguire
David and Tricia Mangold Heiser
Cynthia Mann
Wendy Marans
Carolyn Marks
Susan and Andy Marlatt
Mark and Leslie Massa
Lindsley Matthews
Cyril May
Rick Mayer and Melanie Barocas-Mayer
Alex Mazingue and Tabetha Boyajian
George and Caroline McBride
Susan McDonald
Howard and Jane McGinn
Sherie McGregor
Michael McLaughlin
James McNichol
Edward and Mary Ann Melnick
Patricia Melton
Susan and Michael Mendick
Susan Meredith and John Watson
Claudia Merson

July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016

Common Ground Supporters
This is a list of supporters giving $50 or more in our last fiscal year. Our entire list of supporters is online at  
www.commongroundct.org/donors. The accuracy of these listings is very important to us. Please let us  
know if you can’t find your name or if you are listed incorrectly so that we can correct our records. Thank you all!
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Jonathan Merson
Spencer and Joanna Meyer
Jennifer Milikowsky
Jon and Andrea Miller
Frank Mitchell 
Keith Mooneyhan
Elisabeth Moore
Melvin Morales
Michael Morand
Margaret Moreau
Cindy Moser
John Motley
Laura Mountcastle
Jeff Mueller
Fernando Muniz
Colleen Murphy-Dunning
Charlie Negaro and Nancy Dennett
Steve Newhouse and Gina Sanders
David Newton
Stephen Nims
Loc Nguyen
Kee and Jack O’Brien
Anne Olcott and Robert Beech
Jeanne Oliver
Pam Omidyar
Inge and Bob Osborne
Ann Otto
Scott and Deb Palmer
Marc and Ann Palmieri
Susan Papa and David Schatz
Robert D. Parker and David Carter
Timothy Parrish
Kathryn Parsons
Ken Paul
Julie Peters and Carl Edelen
Amy Pettit
Russell Pinke
Celia and Antonio Ponvert
Jennifer Quaye
Caty Poole and Michael Spicer
Seth Poole
Jessica Pressley
Ann Prum
Eleanor Putnam-Farr and Brendan Nelson
Shannon Raider-Ginsburg
Gretchen Raffa
Barbara Rawls-Ivy
Julie Iffland and Chris Recchia
Barbara Reck
Kristin Regen
Jennifer Riley
Lynette Robinson-Johnson
Brett and Ashley Roesler
Rob Rogers
Ken Roggen
William Roman
Kathleen Rorick
Patricia Rose
Irene And Les Rosenbaum
Carol and Stephen Ross
Geert Rouwenhorst and Bernadette Huang
Hedda Rubenstein
Jill Russo
Kerri Sancomb
Paul Sabin and Emily Bazelon
Patrick Scalisi
Richard Scarola
Anne Schenck
Abigail Schilbach
Jim Selzer and Holly Perry
Kelsey Semrod
Julie and Steve Sharp
Lois and Dennis Shelomis
Jim and Willow Sirch

Catherine Smith and Peter Maxson
Donna Smith
Jane and Ted Smith
Andrew Smyth
Betsy & Jim Sneath
Charlie Sneath
Henry Sneath
James Sneath
Kearney Sneath
William and Nancy Sneath
Kristen and Josh Snow
Jim and Barbara Solomon
Reggie Solomon
Melissa Spear and Roger Hathaway
Tim Steines
Harold Stern, MD & Sandra Boltax-Stern, MD
Isobel Stevenson and Kenneth Foote
Janet and Byron Stone
Celeste Suggs and Joel Zackin
Leonardo Suzio and John Hansen
Ruth Swanton
Christine Taylor
David Thompson and Virginia Chapman
Torin Thurston
Ashley Timmer and Ari Zweiman
Andy and Susie Tolman
Joel Tolman and Jen Christiansen
Leland and Laura Torrence
Sharon Townsend
Kathryn B. Tracy
Maria Tupper
Patricia Turner
Michael Vahala
Gary and Celinda Vanvoorhis
Nancy Vazquez
Eleana Vergara
Janna Wagner
Amy Walker
Jolyn and Judge Walker
Sarah Wallman
Stuart Warner
Anne Watkins and David Berkowitz
Andree Welsh
Alan Weston
Martha Weston
Jim and Elizabeth Whitney
John and Virginia Wilkinson
Anna-leila Williams
Ruth and Fred Wintsch
John Witt and Annie Paul
Stephen and Rachel Wizner
Mark Wuest
Marcy Zauner
George Zdru
Deborah Ziskin

Organizational supporters
AAA Northeast
Atticus Bakery, LLC
Anna Fitch Ardenghi Trust
Athenahealth Inc
AXA Foundation
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Bank Of America
Barrett Outdoor Communication Inc.
Basta Trattoria
Bergen County United Way
Bessemer Trust
Betsy Grauer Realty, Inc.
BIC Corporation
Black Hog Brewing Co.
Brown & Brown Insurance
Carolyn Foundation
Caseus Fromagerie & Bistro

Chabaso Bakery
City Bench
Chipotle-Yale New Haven
Country Portables
The Curran Foundation
The Community Foundation For Greater 

New Haven
The Denali Foundation, Inc.
Dexsil Corporation
East Haven Hay & Grain Supply
eBenefits Group Northeast, LLC
Elm Campus Partners
Elm City Cycling
The Ethel & Abe Lapides Foundation
Farmington Canal Rail-to-Trail Association
Faxon Law Group
Fresh Sound Foundation
GE Foundation
GEI Consultants
Godfrey-Hoffman Assoc. & Hodge, LLC
The Gramercy Company LLC
Gray Organschi Architecture
Greater New Haven Green Fund
GroWell
G-Zen
Heirloom
Iridian Asset Management LLC
The Israel and Adele Gordon Fund of the 

Community Foundation for Greater New 
Haven

Junzi Kitchen
Katalina’s
Koffee?
Koskoff, Koskoff, & Bieder P.C.
LaRosa Earth Group LLC
Liberty Bank Foundation
Merck Family Fund
MFUNd, Inc.
Mills Law Firm LLC
National Audubon Society Inc.
NewAlliance Foundation
Newfield Construction, Inc.
New Haven Promise
Newman’s Own Foundation
Nordic Structures
Northern Trust Charitable Giving Program
Ordinary
Opici Wines
Patagonia
The Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck 

Foundation, Inc.
Red Rock LLC/ MindMap
Regional Water Authority
Renewal By Anderson of Southern New 

England
Robinson+Cole
ROÌA
RSF Social Finance
The Seedlings Foundation
The Skye Foundation
Smokin’ Skillet
Stephen L. Altshul Foundation
Thimble Island Brewing Company 
Trailblazer
Treephoria LLC
United Way of Greater New Haven
Whole Foods Market-Milford
Yale New Haven Health
Yale University
Yale Office of New Haven and State Affairs
Watershed Fund at the Community 

Foundation For Greater New Haven
Wheeler’s Restaurant & Taproom



FRANK MITCHELL Chair, Cultural Historian 
(Ended term as Chair, October 24, 2016)

MICHAEL DOOLITTLE Vice-Chair, 
Photographer/Photojournalist (Ended term 
as Vice-Chair, October 24, 2016)

KIM FUTRELL Treasurer, City of New Haven 
(Rotated off the Board in 2016 – thank you 
for your service!)

JANE LEE Yale University Business 
Operations (Elected Treasurer October 24, 
2016)

CLAUDIA MERSON Secretary, School 
Committee Chair, Yale Office of New Haven 
& State Affairs

WENDY BATTLES Yale University; Health 
and Nutrition Consultant (Elected Board  
Co-Chair October 24, 2016)

MONIQUE FRASIER Faculty Representative, 
Common Ground High School
BENJAMIN GARDNER Pollen – Urban 
Farming & Beekeeping (Rotated off the 
Board in 2016 – thank you for your service!)
JOHN JESSEN New Haven Free Public 
Library
BETH KLINGHER Artist, Educator and 
Entrepreneur
KERRY LORD CT Center for School Change
ROBERT PARKER Retired School Principal 
& Communications Executive (Elected Board 
Co-Chair October 24, 2016)
BABZ RAWLS IVY Parent Representative, 
Inner City News
MELISSA SPEAR Executive Director, 
Common Ground

You can help us (again) to take root.  
Here are two ways:
1. Send in a personal gift. Use the envelope 

enclosed with this annual report to 
send us a contribution of an amount 
that is significant to you – all gifts are 
important to us.

2. Share a story of how Common Ground 
made a difference to you, a friend, or 
family member.  We’d like to share your 
stories in upcoming newsletters!

358 Springside Ave • New Haven CT 06515

www.commongroundct.org

What’s Next? 

Common Ground Board of Directors

See our financial report online at www.commongroundct.org/numbers/


